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of origin and development, obviously the main interest
in child psychology and the study of mental heredity,
as well as in the manifold work on the process of learn-
ing, have also come to be the chief interest in pathologi-
cal psychology. We wish not only to examine the mo-
mentary state of a deluded individual and discover
whether he really reasons correctly from false premises,
but we wish to go behind the moment and discover how
he came to accept those false premises and allow them to
become so firmly fixed within him. Even within the
traditional field of experimental psychology, there is an
increasing tendency to examine a performance in its
development rather than simply in its perfected form.
Perhaps no one has better expressed in his writings
the full scope and tendency of modern psychology than
the late William James. He took as his background the
older mental philosophy, especially of the English asso-
ciationist school, being however keenly aware of its
shortcomings and of certain necessary complements to
be found in the mental philosophy of the Germans.
Coming into psychology from the physiological labo-
ratory, he retained the physiological point of view, was
entirely hospitable to the new experimental psychology,
and very early conducted experiments of his own. He
was not, indeed, especially impressed by much of the
earlier experimental work of Fechner and of Wundt
and his pupils, which seemed to him rather formal and
pedantic and lacking in real psychological insight; and
he used to speak rather depreciatingly of 'brass instru-
ment psychology'. Yet he gave it a hearing and ex-
tracted what benefit he could from it. His interest in
the problems of genetics is seen in his specially excellent